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From the Pastor’s Desk:

A man went to the Pastor of his church and said, “I won't be a�ending Church any-
more.” Pastor said, “May I ask why?” A man went to the Pastor of his church and 
said, “I won't be a�ending Church anymore.” Pastor said, “May I ask why?” He 
said, “I see people on their cell phones tex�ng and typing during the service, some 
are gossiping, some just aren’t living right, some are sleeping, some are staring at 
me, they are all just hypocrites.” The Pastor was silent. Then he said, “Can I ask you 
to do something for me before you make your final decision?” He said, “Sure, 
what's that?” He said, “Take a glass of water and walk around the church two 
�mes and don't let any water fall out of the glass.” He said, “Yes I can do that!” He 
went and got the glass of water and walked around the church two �mes. He came 
back and said proudly, “It's done.” The pastor asked him these ques�ons; “Did you 
see anybody on their phone; Did you see anybody gossiping; Was anybody living 
wrong; Did you see anyone sleeping?” He said, “I didn't see anything because I was 
so focused on this glass, so the water wouldn't spill out” He told him, “When you 
come to church, you should be just that focused on God, so that you don't fall. 
That’s why Jesus said, ‘Follow Me’, He did not say follow them.” Don't let your rela-
�onship with God be determined by how others relate with God. Let it be deter-
mined by how focused you are with God. AMEN…
(Source: Ricky Stokes Ministry)
What is your focus? Are you judgmental versus forgiving? Are you easily offended, 
therefore ready to offend? Is your walk with Christ obvious to everyone that you 
encounter? Remember, HE does not judge or condemn us, so why should we feel 
the need to judge and condemn others! Your rela�onship with God is personal and 
is personalized! He loves you and wants the best for you… Stay Focused, Stay 
Strong…THE BEST IS YET TO BE!
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Our Memory Verse for August is: 
My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correc�on: 

For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 

Proverbs 3:11-12 KJV 
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Events this Month:

Sunday, August 13th: Mission Team Mee�ng @ 4:00pm in the FMC

Monday, August 14th: Levada Driver Circle Group @ 2:00pm in the FMC

Monday, August 14th: Leadership Team Mee�ng @ 7:00pm in the FMC

Saturday, August 19th: Block Party 10:00am to 2:00pm

Sunday, August 20th: Sunday School Teacher Apprecia�on

Monday, August 21st: Vera Hocu� Circle Group

Monday, August 21st: Administra�ve Team Mee�ng @ 7:00pm in the FMC

Monday, August 28th: Deacon Mee�ng @ 7:00pm in the FMC

Tuesday, August 29th: O.W.L.S. Mee�ng @ 9:30am in the FMC

Every Wednesday:

Mission Marketplace Open for Shopping 7:30am to 12:00pm

Wednesday Night Meal 5:00pm to 6:00pm

Wednesday Bible Study Groups at 6:30pm (Adult, Youth & Children)
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Update on the New Church Directory

The Directory Commi�ee has completed the design process of the directory and the design has been submi�ed to Uni-
versal Directories for dra� prin�ng. The dra� is due back to us in a couple of weeks. A�er proofreading the dra�, the 
final directory will be printed and ready for distribu�on.  It is an�cipated to be ready for distribu�on in August.  
We would like to express a special thank you to Ashelyn Briggerman for her assistance on the directory. She completed 
the design using the commi�ee’s inputs and prepared the directory front cover, inside front cover, staff page, inside 
back cover, and the back cover, along with the post cards and note cards we were able to get with our credits for hav-
ing such good par�cipa�on in ge�ng pictures made for the directory. When you see Ashelyn, give her a special shout 
out for her assistance. And a special thank you to all that had your pictures taken for the directory.  
Thank you.  The Directory Team: Ricky Watson, Joan Watson, Lou Holland, Jean Hocu�, Carrie Sellers, David Hughes

On Hold….
We will resume this process soon. Please be in prayer for this area of ministry for our Church:

*Children’s Director Search Commi�ee

Recurring Prayer Needs

Shawn Allen
James Bailey
Mike Bailey
Elaine Barham
Nancy Batchelor
Judy Boswell
Lester & Fonda Boyd
Greg Clay
Linda Coffey
Lynn Crump
Charles Driver
Kim Eatmon
Phyllis Edwards
Gayle Haines 
Anita Hales
Randy Hales
Linda Hamme�
Mike Harris
Janice Hill
Mike & Georgia Himmel

William Hocu�
Carl Holt
Joan Hunter
Bruce Jacobs
Oscar & Shirley Lane
Dennis & Cathy 

Lockleair
Emma Maidon
Pam Maynor
Ricky Narron
Jonathan Newell
Kenneth Nowell
Carol O’Neal
Mike O’Neal
Aleisha Parr
Kay C. Perry
Pat Pe�t
Irene Pope
Larry Price
Joan Prive�e

Bob Richardson
Brandon Richardson
Chris� Sasser
Connie Sco�
Be�y Seibert
Kathy Smith
Ray & Donna Smith
Jane Strautnieks
Eldie Strickland
Marie Strickland
Julie Swinson
Sue Thomasson
Charles Vinson
Dale Weathers
Brandy Williams
Lee Williford
Robert & Be�y 

Williford

New Prayer Needs

Wayne Ba�en
Melanie Brock

Jan Diehl
Jackie French Family

Elizabeth Hocu�
Jax Hopkins

Donna K. House
Randy O’Neal

Yvonne Parrish Family
David Ragan

Unspoken Requests
Family that lost home to Fire on Tuesday
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Senior Adult Team (Olivia Cooke-Team Leader):
OWLS-Older, Wiser, Livelier, Seniors (Leaders Olivia Cooke and Patsy Narron):

Summer and the heat is here and we have been in the middle of it and kept on going. (You can’t stop the 
Energizer Bunnies) For our monthly mee�ng on July 25th we relaxed in the A/C with a great devo�on by 
Patsy, a game of Bingo and of course out to eat in Garner at Carolina BBQ. We want to thank Patsy and 
Ricky for making and delivering the fruit baskets, it has been a blessing to all!
Also on July 28th we toured the Billy Graham Library, they have made some updates and it was wonderful. 

On the 29th while in Charlo�e, we went to see the play “Sampson”. (It will run through September) Everyone no 
ma�er how young or old should see this great play. We are to honor our God and our Country. All 10 of us received a 
blessing from both events. Special thanks to our bus driver, Jimmy Faison for all that he does to make sure we are 
safe. 
Come join us on our next monthly mee�ng on August 29th for Fun, Fellowship and Food. See you on our next trip. 
(Don’t’ forget to sign up for the Ark trip.)
God Bless, 
Olivia Cooke, Patsy and Ricky Narron

Youth Team (Chris�n Brown-Team Leader):

The Youth are joining the Children’s programs in their Mission Project, Christmas in August. We are collec�ng items for 
some missionaries to help aid them in their ministry and outreach! The shopping cart is available for the items in the 
FMC. Handouts are also available in the Informa�on Center with further details of each Missionary and their Ministry 
that we have chosen. 

Property Management Team (Ross Carroll-Team Leader/Steve White-Co-Leader):

We are wai�ng to get the FMC kitchen A/C replaced. We are s�ll wai�ng on the insurance adjuster at this �me before 
we proceed in repairs for the fence and basketball goal. As we have men�oned before, if you see anything that needs 
our a�en�on, please let us know. Thank you and God Bless!
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What are our Ministry Teams up to?

Pastoral Team (Bobby Sellers-Team Leader/Ricky Narron-Co-Leader):

The Deacons are con�nuing to s�ll, reach out  to our shut in, with calls, cards, and prayer. Deacon nomina�ons are in, 

church vote will be this month. Thank you.

Administra�ve Team (David Hughes-Team Leader/Ricky Watson-Co-Leader):

We held our monthly mee�ng on July 17, 2023, in accordance with our job descrip�on. We con�n-
ued to review the previous monthly financial report, including the income, expenditures, all Minis-
try Team’s expenditures for the month, as well as the investments. We also reviewed the items 
that were being brought to the July Church Conference, including adding addi�onal money to the 
budget for the Mission Team, The Bap�st Men, the Administra�ve Team, and the Fellowship 

Team. These were being updated as the budgeted expenditures were going to go over the budget due to unexpected 
expenses if no changes were made.

A link to the Cons�tu�on & By-Laws has been added to the Church’s Webpage. To access the Cons�tu�on & By-Laws, 
click on the link on the Church Webpage and enter when prompted, enter the password BTCbylaws1599. The password 
is necessary to allow only our church members to review these documents, as they are private to the Church.  

Con�nuing with the review of the Cons�tu�on & By-Laws, this month we are providing Ar�cle X, Affilia�on.  

If you do not have a copy of the Cons�tu�on & By-Laws, please contact the Church Secretary for a copy.

If you have any ques�ons concerning the Administra�ve Team or our mee�ngs, please contact one of the members.  
They are: Chair: David Hughes Members: Ricky Watson, Alle�e Hale, Kelly Currie, Juan Trippe, Crystal Baker, and Joyce 
Creech (ex-officio).  
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Discipleship Team (Jeany O’Neal-Team Leader/Tonya Bailey-Co-Leader):

Sunday School is availabe from 10:00 -10:50 in the following loca�ons:
Children’s Classes: Educa�on Building
Nursery 1: Ages birth - 2 years (1st Floor)
Nursery 2: 2 - 3 years (1st Floor)
Bible Learners: (4 years-2nd Grade) (2nd Floor)
Bible Discoverers: (Grades 3rd-5th) (2nd Floor)
Youth: Grades 6th - 12th (2nd Floor)
Adult Classes: Educa�on Building
Journey– Young Singles & Couples (2nd Floor) (Various Topics)
Mildred Driver Class (1st Floor) (Lifeway Lessons)
JOY: Ladies Class (1st Floor) (Lifeway Lessons)
Andrew Ba�en/Gary Hocu� Class: Men's Class (1st Floor) (Lifeway Lessons)
Adult Class: FMC
Growing in Jesus Class (1st Floor) (Various Topics)
Anyone interested in teaching a Sunday School class, please call or email the Church with your contact informa�on 
and interest.

Worship Team (Susan Andrews -Team Leader/Dana Hocu�-Co-Leader)

● On August 20 we will celebrate our Sunday School Teachers for their dedica�on to the teaching of God’s word.

● Anyone interested in serving on the Worship Team, please let Dana Hocu� know as she will be the Worship Leader 
beginning in September.

● Thank you for your a�endance on Sunday mornings!

Mission Team (Anne�e Ragan-Team Leader/Sandy Trippe-Co-Leader):

The Missions Team con�nues its ac�vi�es in the Missions Marketplace Flea Market. Business con�nues to thrive, allow-
ing us to help those in need where we can. Your Missions Team is now star�ng to plan for Fall Fest, usually held the 2nd 
week of November. We need ac�ve par�cipants to join us in this planning process. New, fresh ideas are always appreci-
ated, and, of course, help is needed before, during, and a�er the event. A Missions Team mee�ng will be Sunday, Au-
gust 13th @ 4:00pm to start these discussions, and you are welcome to a�end!

Children’s Team (Wayne Ba�en-Team Leader):

Evangelism Block Party Coming Up SOON!!!  We will be hos�ng another Block Party on Saturday, August 19 from 10 am 
un�l 2 pm. Please help us out by signing up as volunteers and helping that day. We normally have an opportunity to 
witness to more than 100 young people, many of whom are not churched. The Block Party is a great opportunity to 
share the Word of God with our community. We need all ages to make this event a success. Please sign up today and 
get your sign-up sheets to Pam or Wayne.
Our Children par�cipated in the Na�onal Night Out with Johnston County Sherriff and local emergency teams. Our chil-
dren (and some of the parents) twisted a lot of balloons and shared BTC info with a lot of people. We are hoping to see 
some of them at Church soon.
Children’s Church con�nues to GROW. We recently had a Sunday with 16 children a�ending. It is amazing to watch 
them grow and learn about God. Thanks to our Youth volunteers who help us each Sunday. Thanks to Pam and Don for 
making this such a great ministry.  
Wednesday night programs con�nue for Mission Friends and Journey Kids. These programs introduce the world of mis-
sions to our children. Thanks for bringing your children on Wednesday nights.  
Thank You All the parents for bringing your children to Church for these events. We are looking forward to many new 
adventures in 2023.  
Thanks again to all of you for making this such a wonderful Church.
Wayne & Pam


